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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Original) A flexible and scalabl e method for handling telecommunication 
equipment through the control of ATM access networks, the method comprising: 

a Central Processor communicating to a plurality of Device Processor Boards of a 
shelf belonging to a system node, said communication being directly addressable to at 
least one Device Processor Board via a path employing Internal Control Support (ICS) 
protocol, 

providing a Board Relay functionality to one of plural Device Processor Boards 
whereby the one of the plural Device Processor Boards can relay control messages from a 
Central Processor to other specified Device Processor Boards, 

providing the Board Relay functionality through configuration messages from the 
Central Processor, 

establishing said path employing the Internal Control Support (ICS) protocol only 
between the Central Processor and said Device Processor Boards to which Board Relay 
functionality has been given 

wh e rein a Board Relay functionality is attributed to any D e vic e Proc e ssor and 
wher e in a C e ntral Processor is conn e cted to all the other Devic e Proc e ssors by simply 
addr e ssing the m e ssages to the Board R e lay and r e laying th e m through it , 

2. (Currently Amended) The method Method according to claim 1, wherein 
further comprising the Board Relay functionality supervis e s supervising all the other 
Device Processors on behalf of the Central Processor. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method Method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising giving wherein the Board Relay functionality is given by from the Central 
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Processor to the Device Processors chosen according to th e n e twork configuration, 
through configuration messages. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method Methed- according toa &4ft claim 1 wherein 
further comprising sharing t he-bandwidth allocated through an ATM backbone for a 
single management connection is shar e d between the device processors supervised by the 
board relay. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method Methed according to claim 1, wherein th e 
further comprising using Ethernet and ATM network/switch connections between the 
Central Processor and Device Processors take place using Eth e rnet and ATM 
network/switch . 



6. (Cancelled) 
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7. (New) A system for handling telecommunication equipment through an ATM 
access network, comprising 

at least a Central Processor communicating to a plurality of Device Processor 
Boards of a shelf belonging to a system node, said communication being directly 
addressable to at least one Device Processor Board via a path employing Internal Control 
Support (ICS) protocol , wherein 

to any of said Device Processor Boards is given a Board Relay functionality so 
that it can relay control messages from the Central Processor to other specified Device 
Processor Boards, 

said Board Relay functionality being given to said Device Processor Board 
through configuration messages from the Central Processor, 

said path employing the Internal Control Support (ICS) protocol being established 
only between the Central Processor and said Device Processor Boards to which Board 
Relay functionality has been given. 

8. (New) The system of claim 7, wherein said Board Relay functionality is hidden 
inside an Internal Control Support (ICS) layer of the Internal Control Support (ICS) 
protocol. 

9. (New) The system of claim 7, wherein said path employing Internal Control 
Support (ICS) protocol takes place via ATM connections through an ATM switch. 

10. (New) The system of claim 7, wherein said path employing Internal Control 
Support (ICS) protocol takes place via a single Ethernet cable. 

1 1 . (New) The system of claim 7, wherein bandwidth allocated through an ATM 
backbone for a single management connection is shared between device processors 
supervised by a device processor board to which Board Relay functionality has been 
given. 
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